
Dear Current and Future Gryphon Families, 
 
It’s hard to believe that it’s almost June and that we are already welcoming our new Gryphon 
families to Odyssey, but time flies when you’re having fun! While doubling in size in our sec-
ond year has had its challenges at times, the staff and I agree that our kids really stepped up to 
the plate to take ownership of our school and their learning. Whether it’s supporting each oth-
er in their multi-age morning strong circles, proposing passion projects to improve our school 
and community, or sharing their learning experiences with our many, many visitors, our 
Gryphons inspire us every day.  

When we look back at our journey to increase student engagement through project-based-
learning over the last two years, I am particularly proud of how our teaching teams have em-
braced integrating subjects to provide our kids with the opportunity to work on real-world 
problems. It is these experiences that create deep and meaningful learning opportunities they 
will remember for a lifetime.  

While our journey has just begun, my resolve to provide our students with the opportunity to 
learn content and the success skills of collaboration, communication, creativity, and critical 
thinking is fortified every time I see our students working on their projects. Whether it’s being 
an active listener, providing cool and warm feedback to a team-member, pivoting to a new 
solution during the design process, using time and project management skills, or using a pro-
tocol to work through a conflict, I truly believe these skills are what’s necessary to thrive and 
adapt in a rapidly changing world and economy.  Colleges and employers whole-heartedly 
agree! 

Of course, we are all very excited to bring Discovery High School on line in the fall and to 
watch our founding 7th grade students flourish as they become a Phoenix and the first Discov-
ery freshman class. They are equally excited and are looking forward to being the first gradu-
ating class in 2022! Thank you for your continued support.  We are thrilled and humbled that 
you have joined us on this journey to provide our students with an additional option in the 
Camas School District.  Together, we will continue to learn and grow in order to provide our 
students with an education for their future;  not our past.  Go Gryphons! Rise Phoenix! 

 

 

Aaron J. Smith, Principal 
 

 

May 2018  
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The surprising thing Google learned about its employees - and what it means for today’s students. 
Valerie Strauss - The Washington Post 

 
“In 2013, Google decided to test its hiring hypothesis by crunching every bit and byte of hiring, firing, and 
promotion data accumulated since the company’s incorporation in 1998. Project Oxygen shocked everyone 
by concluding that, among the eight most important qualities of Google’s top employees, STEM expertise 
comes in dead last. The seven top characteristics of success at Google are all soft skills: being a good 
coach; communicating and listening well; possessing insights into others (including others different values 
and points of view); having empathy toward and being supportive of one’s colleagues; being a good criti-
cal thinker and problem solver; and being able to make connections across complex ideas.” 

Strong circle meeting 
September 2017 



Our 6th grade Gryphons 
shifted from their widely 
acclaimed ancient civilization 
living wax museum project to 
creating a different type of 
civilization—a mission to 
Mars! For this highly inte-
grated project, they have read 
the student edition of The 
Martian by Andy Weir, re-
searched space exploration, 
and created their own cus-
tomized mission goals based 
on themes from the book. 
  
For the literature portion of 
this project, our Gryphons 
learned about creating power-
ful narratives, inferences 
based on character traits, and 
explored themes. In addition, 
they have been using a proto-
col to crowd-source questions 
to be sent directly to the au-
thor, thanks to a connection 
through our SAM Labs repre-
sentative.  Hopes are high 
that we will have the oppor-

tunity to set up a video chat 
with the author soon! 
  
The Mission to Mars project 
has also been rich with op-
portunities to go deep into 
science standards. In addition 
to growing starts for our 
Mars greenhouse prototype, 
our young Gryphons have 
been collecting all kinds of 
data for their logs and mis-
sion reports and are collabo-
rating with a local expert and 
space horticulture enthusiast 
who has his own large self-
sustaining greenhouse.  
  
In the area of math, Mrs. 
Stalheim has been supporting 
our students with scale and 
surface area as each team 
designed and modeled their 
own Mars habitat. Real-world 
scenarios such as this one 
really help bring math to life. 
 
Our STEAM-room teacher, 

Mrs. Linthwaite, has also 
kicked it into high gear for 
our young astronauts.  In 
particular, the SAM Labs 
rover kits have been extreme-
ly engaging as students have 
designed and coded their 
rovers to explore other 
worlds, such as 7th grade 
home base, and to accom-
plish specific mission re-
quirements.  
  
All in all, we are very pleased 
with the level of enthusiasm 
and engagement this deep 
learning experience has pro-
vided for our Gryph-
ons.  Don’t you wish you 
could design a Mission to 
Mars? 

Sixth Grade Highlights 
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Mars habitat models on display. Sasha Greer and Reece Sample show off their innova-
tive rover.  
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Our 7th grade Gryphons have 
been exploring issues that 
have galvanized individuals 
and communities to take ac-
tion.  In other words, What 
would you fight for? 
 
This theme has been used to 
frame conversations when 
looking at Washington State 
history, for example. In par-
ticular, exploring Native 
American history, westward 
expansion, and the ecological 
relationships, interactions, 
and components of ecosys-
tems and the effects of mod-
ern sciences and technolo-
gies. These conversations 
have led to some great arti-
facts of learning.  Make sure 
to check out the EcoTotems 
in 7th grade home base!  

For their current project, stu-
dents have identified their 
own causes they would fight 
for. Students have document-
ed their extensive research 
and created action plans to 
make a difference beyond our 
school community. 
 
For example, Eoin Ryan re-
cently held a fundraiser for 
Multiple Myeloma awareness 
at Firehouse Subs, and Aleah 
Anderson and Grace Duffey 
are organizing a run/walk 
event to raise funds for an 
animal rescue organization. 
 
Our students’ action plans 
have also provided rich op-
portunities to connect with 
local agencies and experts  
with their own passions.  For 
example, Cindy Hansen from  

the Orca Network is working 
with our students to develop a 
call to action for Governor 
Inslee’s task force for Orca re-
covery. In fact, she’s at Odyssey 
speaking to our students as I’m 
writing! 
 
In addition,  Alicia King of “Just 
a Girl in Camas” visited Odyssey 
to share her mission to bring the 
Camas community together by 
helping community members 
know each other better and be-
lieve in the goodness of all hu-
manity, through video interviews, 
social media, shared spaces, 
events, and advocacy.   
 
We are proud of our students’ 
efforts to make a positive differ-
ence for our school, community, 
and world.  What would you 
fight for? 

Seventh Grade Highlights 

“STEAM” (Science,Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) 

Room Highlights from Mrs. Linthwaite: 
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8th grade 3D modeled/sculpted  and then 3D printed 
heads for armatures,  some teams designed and 3D 
printed props for stop motion 

6th grade used the SAM Lab components for their Mars 
Rover Missions and some students created addi-
tional missions with EV3 robots 

6th grade students designed LED circuits for their Mars 
HABs 

7th grade students completed Google’s CS First curricu-
lum using MIT’s Scratch to learn basic program-
ming concepts 

8th grade students are using Green Screen technology to 
film their Stop Motion 

 
Upcoming: 
 
6th grade students will be creating solar power circuits 

with DC motors and LED’s 
7th grade students will be programming Makey-Makeys 

to add sound & animation to create interactive dis-
plays 

7th grade will use Green Screen technology to film 
PSA’s  



After their time travel 
through history project, our 
8th grade students are tack-
ling their most ambitious 
project to date.  Known as the 
Fifth Film Project, our stu-
dents are addressing the fol-
lowing essential question: 
How can art, science, and 
wonder animate the life of a 
story? As part of the process, 
students have formed three 
movie studios who are in a 
competition to produce a stop
-motion film to retell a short 
story in its entirety. The film 
studios will compete to be-
come Laika Studio’s se-
cret Fifth Film.  
  
Students were placed in three 
different studio groups and 
chose a short story using a 
Socratic seminar proto-
col.  They worked together to 
adapt their chosen story to a 
screenplay and then complet-
ed an extensive student-led 

interview process to choose a 
studio director.  Since then 
students have guided them-
selves through a variety of 
tasks with assistance from 
Mrs. Linthwaite in our 
STEAM room.   
 
The pre-production phases 
included creating sets, arma-
tures for characters, cos-
tumes, props, and 3D printed 
heads with various facial 
expressions.  With the help of 
Mr. Mach, students were 
guided along the way to 
make sure items were created 
to scale. 
 
At this point, our studios are 
in the production phase. They 
are tasked with completing a 
3 minute movie, which re-
quires 24 frames per sec-
ond.  That’s over 8,000 pho-
tos! As an added bonus, Mr. 
Mach has connected our stu-
dents with one of his life-

long friend’s brother, Jon Lee 
Brody.   
  
Jon is an actor, writer, and 
producer with an impressive 
resume in Hollywood, CA. 
Our students have been col-
laborating with Jon via 
FaceTime to help them with 
the technicalities of using 
green screen technology, the 
importance of creating a de-
tailed storyboard, and how to 
create task lists.   
  
While this is certainly a chal-
lenging project, our students 
are demonstrating  a tremen-
dous amount of leadership 
and project management 
skills.  We can’t wait to see 
the end results. Look out, 
Laika studios. We’re hatch-
ing young film-makers at 
Odyssey Middle School! 

Eighth Grade Highlights 
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Faith Riggs carefully manipulates her armature for the 
next shot.  

Maddie Henion setting up a scene for their film, The 
Veldt. 



 

Big changes in store for Odyssey in 2018-19! 
 

As you may have heard, Odyssey will be a fully self-contained school in the fall!  This means all 6-8th 
grade Gryphons will start and end their day at Odyssey and will take their electives, health, and fitness 
classes on our campus. Additionally, school for Odyssey and Discovery will begin at 8:40 a.m. and 
end at 3:20 p.m. We will have our own morning and afternoon bus routes and will still provide an ac-
tivity bus at the end of the day so our students can participate in athletics and other activities at Liberty 
and Skyridge. We are in the process of surveying our students regarding their elective preferences as 
we speak and will complete the official forecasting process in the next few weeks.  Elective offerings 
will include Spanish (beginning in 7th grade), design and engineering, and vocal and instrumental mu-
sic. Stay tuned! 
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                      Important Dates 

June 7  New 6th grade students visit Odyssey during the school day. 
 
June 8  8th grade celebration at Lacamas Lodge - 6:00-10:00 p.m. 
 
June 18  8th grade completion ceremony @ Odyssey - 1:00 p.m. 
 
June 20  Last day of school.  Release at 12:48 p.m 
 
August 20 Odyssey and Discovery offices open 
 
August 29 Odyssey Open House -  5:00 p.m. 
 
August 30 Discovery Open House - 5:00 p.m. 
 
September 4 First day of school 

We are pleased to announce that Nicole O’Rourke will be joining 
us to serve as the Associate Principal for Odyssey Middle School 
and Discovery High School. 
 
Mrs. O’Rourke is currently the Dean of Students at Liberty Middle 
School and comes to us with a diverse background working with 
middle and high school students. 
 
She was also part of the team who helped open Henrietta Lacks 
Health and Bioscience High School (HELA High), a specialty 
choice program focusing on the fields of health and biosciences in 
Vancouver. 
 
Mrs. O’Rourke is highly regarded as a detail-oriented, kid-friendly, 
hard-working, and fun colleague.  

Welcome, Mrs. O’Rourke! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Liberty-Middle-School/822559014450027
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Jack Harding (6th grade) checks out the poem and person-
alized mask created for him by 7th grade student, Reese 
Fidler.  

Carson McGuffin (8th grade) becomes the first official 
student inside Discovery High School on February 1.  

Discovery High School on May 15.  Rise, Phoenix! 

Father and daughter Ken and Avery Perry (7th grade) 
serving as our Principals for the day on March 26. 

Former Camas Mayor and civil servant, Nan Henrik-
sen, speaks with Grace Duffey (7th grade) at a surprise 
ceremony on May 17. The road leading to Odyssey 
and Discovery will officially become Nan Henriksen 
Way in the fall.  A fitting and special tribute to an im-
portant leader and visionary in our community.  


