
WE CONTINUE TO RISE!

We are off to a great second year at Discovery High School. I can't tell you how

nice it is to focus on teaching and learning without simultaneously managing a

construction site like we were at this time last year!  In addition to the pleasure

of getting to know our new staff and students, we have already facilitated some

memorable learning opportunities and special events. 

 

A few highlights for me have included speaking with our students during our

newly formed Principal's Advisory Council and hearing them advocate for

Project-Based-Learning at special events such as a State Board of Education

workgroup session in Olympia on November 14.  One thing is for certain, our

students care about our program and recognize our efforts to create a more

engaging and personalized high school experience.  With the help of their

powerful voices and ideas, we will certainly continue to improve as we strive to

learn for life!

 

In addition to student voice, we are also working on capturing parent

perspectives as we get ready to launch our student recruitment efforts for 2020-

21.  If you would be willing to share a quote or possibly sit down for a short

video interview, please let me know.  Your stories are very powerful when it

comes to helping potential new families make a decision.  We very much

appreciate your continued support and hope you have a memorable and

relaxing Thanksgiving.  Rise Phoenix!

 

 

 

Aaron J. Smith, Principal
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Erika Wood (9), Ryan Diehl (10), and Grace
Adams (10) join Mr. Smith in Olympia to
speak to a workgroup about PBL and
standards-based-learning on November
14.



Amidst ongoing pressure to meet

established standards, U.S. schools

have embraced traditional forms of

instruction that too often lack the

personalization students need to learn

and grow. In an increasingly complex

world and workforce, today's students

must master essential problem-solving

and critical thinking skills to be

successful in the future despite likely

economic disruption. Future jobs -

many of which have not even been

imagined yet - will require individuals

who can develop new, creative ways to

address problems.  This creation

process will not be the result of rote

memorization or repetition, which is

today's dominant teaching method, but

instead is fostered through creativity in

learning. 

 

 

In 2019, Gallup conducted a

nationally representative study to

explore the extent to which creativity

in learning is being fostered in

American classrooms; the extent to

which teachers, parents, and students

value creativity in learning; how

creativity in learning is supported by

transformative use of technology; and

the outcomes they produce.

 

Based on this qualitative and

quantitative research, Gallup finds

significant support for creativity in

learning and its promise in preparing

students to be productive and

successful employees and global

citizens. Teachers, parents, and

students report widespread approval

of self-directed, project-based

learning with the support of new and

innovative technology that allows

students to learn in new and

innovative ways.

 

 

The "Future of Jobs Report"

created by the World

Economic Forum in 2018

ranks creativity, critical

thinking and problem-

solving among the 10 most

demanded skills today and

into the future.

Odyssey & Discovery first day assembly.

New Gallup Poll Shows Widespread
Support for Project-Based Learning
The following excerpt is from Gallup's executive summary for their
Creativity in Learning survey.

Cre-a-tiv-i-ty (n):
 
The ability to imagine new ways of
solving problems, approaching
challenges, making connections or
creating products. Creativity is not
based on a formula, but on thinking
that relates to discovery and inquiry.

 

Most parents (59%) believe

it is "very important" for

students to work on

projects with real-world

applications.  About half

also believe it is "very

important" that students

are creative in addressing

problems - including

coming up with their own

ideas about how to solve

them and trying different

ways to do so. 

- Gallup

 

 



Our freshman have been coalescing as a team and have already

completed a number of formative projects, including analyzing

school attendance boundaries and measuring the biodiversity of

insects on our campus. They also just wrapped up their Urban

Visions project culminating in their public presentations this past

Friday.  The driving question was "Amidst rapid urbanization, how

can we build and redesign cities to be more sustainable?"  

 

Looking ahead, our 9th grade team is planning an ambitious

integrated project to enhance our campus with a pollinator

garden behind the school.  The first phase will comprise of a

design competition.  We're looking forward to seeing their ideas!
 
 
 
 

Alex Abe (9) shares his high school goals at our time capsule event. 

 

 

Our sophomores began the year by developing project  proposals

for Columbia Springs, a 100 acre nature area in Vancouver

dedicated to providing outdoor recreation and science education.

We are hoping to foster a long-term relationship with this local

organization in order to see some of our students' great ideas to

fruition!  
 

Additional projects have included a "Math Murder Board" where

students had to use forensic science clues and create equations

to solve a crime.  More recently, our sophomores were partnered

with a Prune Hill 5th grade student and were challenged to teach

them about energy transformation.  Our sophomores really

showed off their creativity with their books, stop-motion films,

and other engaging products for their Prune-Hill buddies.  

9th grade Project Highlights

10th grade Project Highlights

"Attending Discovery High

School allows you to

rediscover the joy of

learning."

- Reagan Fallon (9)

 

 

MJ Aldridge, Hailey Chou, and Ava Funches
(grade 9) present their solutions for lowering
crime in cities on November 22 for their
urbanization project.

Coleen Kyne (10) speaks with her Prune Hill 5th
grade buddy.



Alex Abe (9) shares his high school goals at our time capsule event. 

Our Odyssey and Discovery band students are preparing for

our first joint holiday concert on December 11. Mark your

calendar!

Digital Design students have created special staff t-shirts while

training on our vinyl cutter and heat press. They have also

created keychains with the laser engraver and are working on

website designs.

Sophomores who have not had one of our Design,

Engineering, and Fabrication (DEF) classes have been spending

some time with Mrs. Linthwaite and Mr. Whitefield in the

afternoons to earn shop certification.

Music production students are working on a project to write

their own original pop song.

Students in multimedia and film have been developing their

video production and editing skills through a series of short

film projects.

DEF students have been completing their current build

projects, many of which will be improvements for DHS and

OMS.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elective Class Highlights

Special recognition for
Discovery High SchoolDiscovery gives us the tools to

think outside of the box and to

solve modern issues using 21st

century skills.

- Kieran Halsinger (10)

 

 

In addition to having the pleasure of representing our journey

with Project Based Learning at the National Association for

Learning Environments Convention in Anaheim in October, we

were excited to learn that Discovery received an honor award

from the American Institute of Architects for projects in

Washington State. Rise Phoenix!

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Mattson's multimedia and film class visit
with a crew from the NBC Today Show on
September 19

Staff Appreciation Potato Bar - THANK YOU, PTO!



Upcoming Events
December 7                 SW Wash First Robotics Lego Meet @ DHS
December 7                 PTO Dine Out @ Chipotle on 164th (4-8)
December 11               Band Concert @ 6:30 

 

Volunteers Needed
December 7 @ Discovery HS
 
SW Washington First Lego Robotics
Meet.  
 
For more info, contact Bruce Whitefield at
whitefield.bruce@gmail.com

 
 

Parents and students prioritizing topics at our College and
Career night on November 21.

Phoenix sophomores cheering on their 5th grade buddies at the Prune Hill Fun Run.
Rain Toney (10) and Mr. Smith presenting at the
National Association for Learning Environments
in Anneheim on October 5. 

Like us on Facebook @ CamasDiscoveryHighSchool

Follow our 9th grade team on Instagram @ discoveryhs_2023
Follow our 10th grade team @ discvoveryhs_2022

Please check us out on social media!



https://www.odysseydiscoverypto.org/


